














In less than two 
weeks, the f i f th-
annual Hope Dinner 
will be held at Eastbrook South Elementary 
School. The dinner, planned for Thursday, 
April 28, is a fundraiser for the Josh Taylor 
family and will feature chicken dinners, a 
silent auction and live entertainment. 
   Taylor is the media engineer in the media 
communication department, and his family 
has ongoing medical expenses for their son, 
Nate. Nate went blind four 
years ago due to his diagnosed 
condition known as Nuerofi-
bromatosis Type 1, which 
causes optic gliomas, tumors 
that surround optic nerves 
and restrict vision. Nate has 
undergone extensive chemo-
therapy treatments, causing 
finances to add up over time. 
   The fundraising event begins 
at 4:30 p.m., and people can 
stop by any time before 7:30. 
Meals are $6 for chicken only and $8 for a full 
meal. Those who wish to support the Taylor 
family can come hear live music and bid on 
auction items. If a time conflict exists, organiz-
ers will provide dinners in to-go containers. 
   Throughout the grueling process of the past 
five years, many who know the Taylor fam-
ily can attest to their positive attitudes and 
visible strength in the Lord throughout the 
struggle.
    “Josh Taylor is an unspoken hero of the 
media department,” said senior John Fowler. 
“I’m honored to be able to work on helping such 
a great family and somebody who has given his 
all to this department.”
   The public relations writing and produc-
tion class has been working diligently to put 
on the benefit. Next week, jars will be placed 
throughout residence halls and at the Jump-
ing Bean for students to donate change and 
support the event.
   Auction items will include a variety of options 
on which to bid. Starbucks store items, stu-
dent art or dinner for six at President Eugene 
Habecker’s home are just a few featured prizes. 
Wings are encouraged to help the Taylor family 
as well. Items can still be donated for the silent 
auction, and students are even encouraged to 
make it a pick-a-date.
   Live music with some origi-
nal pieces will be performed 
by a few of Taylor’s musical 
artists. Seniors Sarah Albin-
son, Alison Kummer, Eric 
Hochhalter, Maggie Burns 
and Brian Hansen, junior Sam 
Stufflebam and sophomore 
Tyler Wood will be on stage 
throughout the evening.
   “It was an idea I had over 
J-term, and I proposed the 
idea to the media communi-
cation faculty,” Hansen said. 
   CDs will be sold for $3, with the proceeds 
going to the Taylors.
    “I had been thinking about making music 
with [Albinson] and [Kummer] for a while, and 
it hit me that I could make a record with them 
and other students around campus and print 
them through dropcards.com and sell them to 
benefit the Taylor family,” Hansen said. “Many 
talented students have put in dedicated time 
and effort to help . . . It’s a fantastic way to 
do what I love and help out the Taylor family.”
   Students and faculty are encouraged to get 
involved in helping the cause. Anyone inter-
ested should contact Lauren Arnold, Mallory 
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Apply now for Lighthouse! 
Application Part 1 is due 
April 21. Part 2 with destina-
tion choices is now available.
Attend a mandatory Light-
house Info Meeting on Mon-
day or Tuesday, April 18 or 19, 
9 to 10 p.m,. MMVA 002.
Destinations include Ethiopia, 
India, Czech Republic, Ecua-
dor, Southeast Asia, Paraguay 
and Guatemala.
Interested students must 
attend one of the info meet-
ings, where they can hear 
about the destination minis-
try plans and process. Light-
house is a great way to serve, 
earn credit, and meet the CC 
requirement.
-Maggie Burns & Jennica 
Stevens
  WELL DAY 
Celebrate healthy living with 
the faculty and staff during 
Taylor’s first Well Day April 
21. Students can learn how 
to best promote wellness and 
prevent disease by visiting 
various guest booths, includ-
ing local hospitals, experts of 
common health concerns and 
exercise aficionados. Here’s 
a sneak peek to some of the 
day’s events:
“Dealing with Stress” 
Bob Neideck Director of 
Counseling Center
“How to Read Food Labels” 














aylor residence life staff seeks 
to eliminate most off-campus 
housing to remain true to the 
university’s mission.
“We need to be guided by our philosophy, and our 
philosophy says we are a residential community,” 
said Steve Morley, director of residence life. “So if 
that means we are able to provide that not only by 
facilities but provide that with a program, that’s 
what we need to be about. It needs to be about mis-
sion alignment.”
According to Morley, several meetings were held 
to discuss what it means to be a part of a residential 
community. The goal stemming from these meetings 
is to have no more than 10 percent of students liv-
ing in non-university owned housing, 
he said.
The 10 percent will include the 
small number of students completing their practi-
cums or student teaching. The rest of the student 
body will live in university housing, which will even-
tually require new dormitories.
“It’s figuring out what the right balance is between 
university-owned apartments that would provide 
transitional experience and our need for new, tradi-
tional undergrad beds,” Morley said.
A total of 150 students will live in Campbell and 
Wolgemuth Halls for the fall semester, and 60 more 
students will live in Fairlane. As of now, 83 students 
have also been approved to live in non-university 
owned housing. 
Morley believes additional undergrad dormitories 
are the next priority for residence life, but the new 
science building as well as a new student center 
will need to be completed first before any further 
additions are built.
“The future is for Taylor to continue to grow, 
although several factors go into that,” said Lori 
Slater, the housing coordinator for residence life.
Students planning to live in the apartments next 
fall will be plugged in and “engaged” with the Tay-
lor community through the residence life program 
established for the two apartments, Morley said.





CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
ANNUAL HOPE DINNER 
TO BE HELD THIS MONTH 
JULIE CLINE 
C O N T R I B U T O R
FUNDRAISER WILL RAISE MONEY FOR THE TAYLOR FAMILY
“It might sound lame to watch a live stream of a bird’s nest, but I would argue it is a more intelligent form of 
entertainment than say, ‘Jersey Shore’ or ‘The Bachelor,’ both of which will lower your IQ to that of a zucchini.”
Ronnie Willmarth, Contributor
The first Barton 
Rees Pogue Poetry 
and Arts Festival 
will be held in Upland Saturday at 9 a.m. 
The free, day-long festival is named after a 
well-known former Upland citizen and Taylor 
professor, Barton Rees Pogue. 
Pogue’s poetry, with “its happy, warm and 
folksy style,” is a wonderful example of the 
spirit of Upland, both in Pogue’s lifetime and 
current day,  according to the festival’s website. 
The Taylor community and Upland residents 
have been invited to participate in various 
poetry readings, poetry writing competitions 
and poetry and dance workshops. Participants 
also have the option of displaying their art. 
A full schedule of events is planned across 
seven different locations in Upland. As a spe-
cial treat and show of support, Ivanhoe’s offer 
Pogue’s Peach Perfection ice cream sundaes 
on Saturday. Organizers hope the event will 
become an annual tradition and creatively 
inspire people, as Pogue did when he was alive. 
“The point of this festival is to bring people 
together through poetry and art,” said senior 
Reed Spencer, president of global engagement. 
“For me, it’s a good opportunity to enjoy and 
meet people from the community, to be active 
living in Upland.” 
Spencer has been involved with the festival 
committee’s planning over the past year. He 
says the relationships he has built through 




N E W S  C O - E D I T O R
Free event celebrates art and 
life of former Upland citizen
CONTINUED ON THE BOTTOM OF PAGE 2
 . . . Many who know 
the Taylor family can  
attest to their posi-
tive attitudes and   
visible strength in 
the Lord throughout 
the struggle.
HOUSING CONTINUES TO SHIFT
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FRIDAY
CHAPEL -  YOUTH CONFERENCE FOCUS
Mr. Tom Albinson, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m. 
SENIOR BRASS RECITAL: JOY GOODWIN
Butz–Carruth Recital Hall 
7 p.m. 
TAYLOR THEATRE’S “WITNESS FOR THE  
PROSECUTION”




TAYLOR THEATRE’S “WITNESS FOR THE  
PROSECUTION”
$10 for students, $12 for adults
Mitchell Theatre
8 p.m.   
 
SENIOR RECITAL: SARAH SWINEHEART
Butz–Carruth Recital Hall 
8 p.m.
SUNDAY
TAYLOR THEATRE’S “WITNESS FOR THE  
PROSECUTION”
$10 for students, $12 for adults
Mitchell Theatre
3 p.m.  





CHAPEL -  DR. EUGENE HABECKER
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m.








CHAPEL -  SING AND PRAY
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m. 
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices 
on Taylor University’s campus fairly and without bias 
and to be a vehicle of accurate and pertinent informa-
tion to the student body, faculty and staff. The Echo 
also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion 
about relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change 
on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly 
since 1915, except for January term, exam week 
and school holidays. The Echo is a member of the 
Associated Collegiate Press and the Indiana Collegiate 
Press Association.  
The Echo is printed by HNE Printers in Greenfield, Ind. 
The Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication 
Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
THE ECHO
236 W. READE AVE.
UPLAND, IN  46989-10 01
(765) 998-5359




















































According to Joyce Wood, associate vice 
president of university relations, there 
have been very few complaints from the 
Upland community regarding the new 
apartments.
“I have had the opportunity to interact 
with members of the community—particu-
larly those in close proximity to the north 
side of the campus—and as it relates to 
the building of Campbell Hall,” she said. 
“With Campbell, there was some concern 
that there would be excessive noise, lights 
and perhaps trash generated by student 
housing in close proximity to members of 
the community in ‘regular’ neighborhoods. 
However, since the construction I’ve not 
heard complaints. Taylor was very diligent 
in making sure fencing was erected and 
shields placed on the street lights to keep 
excessive light to a minimum.”
The problem, however, does not lie with 
the community’s response to the new 
apartments, but with Taylor’s elimination 
of almost all off-campus housing.
 “We really haven’t heard too many com-
plaints from property owners, although I 
do know that it is and would be a concern 
if Taylor were to completely do away with 
off-campus housing,” Morley said.
Craig Luthy, an Upland citizen who 
manages multiple rental properties—some 
in which Taylor students are currently liv-
ing—affirmed that the change will affect 
many landlords who lease to students.
“It would certainly affect us,” he said. 
“When things like this happen, you just 
have to regroup and start looking in a dif-
ferent direction. You have to search for new 
clientele and change your ways.”
Although Morley believes the housing 
market is not Taylor’s responsibility, he 
thinks there are a few ways the univer-
sity can help the community during the 
transition.
Some of these ways include communi-
cating Taylor’s plans clearly so the “people 
who own properties as an investment can 
make proper decisions.”
Luthy continues to stand by Taylor’s 
goal despite the expected changes.
“This is just a business of our own, and 
we try to serve Taylor in that capacity,” 
he said. “Taylor has always bent over 
backwards to help the people in the com-
munity. I’m not concerned about it at all. 
They always seem to make the right deci-
sion, and we still stand behind them 100 
percent.”
Morley hopes eliminating most off-
campus housing will not take away from 
students’ interaction with the the people 
of Upland. There are plenty of ways for 
students to connect with the community, 
he said.
“We don’t really want our only interac-
tion to be the community plunge . . . There 
are plenty of ways for us to be good neigh-
bors. Some of [those ways] are literally as 
we are living next door to our neighbors, 
but some of them are how we go about 
living our life in the Upland community.” 
A federal budget 
deal was finally 
r e a ch e d  l a s t 
week, narrowly averting an impending 
government shutdown and ending weeks 
of rampant speculation and growing ten-
sion. Both political parties walked away 
assuring their supporters that the ninth-
hour deal was a win for their cause. The 
final resolution, which passed 260-167 in 
the House, slashes 38.5 billion dollars from 
the federal budget and will serve as the 
federal budget until Sept. 30, which is the 
end of the fiscal budget year. President 
Barack Obama said he will sign the bill 
into law after it is passed by the Senate. 
“This is the best deal we could get out 
of them,” Senator John Boehner, Speaker 
of the House, told fellow Republicans last 
Friday, according to Politico. He listed off 
the multiple initiatives Republicans had 
ensured during deal-making. 
The next day, during his weekly address 
to the nation, Obama cited compromise as 
a key factor of the deal. 
“Last night, after weeks of long and diffi-
cult negotiations over our national budget, 
leaders of both parties came together to 
avert a government shutdown, cut spend-
ing, and invest in our future,” Obama said. 
Both sides took hits but managed to pro-
tect their main objectives: Republicans cut 
the budget, federal funding for abortions 
in the District of Columbia was banned, 
and vouchers for D.C. public schools were 
approved. Democrats kept Planned Par-
enthood, National Public Radio and the 
Environmental Protection Agency from 
being defunded or severely penalized. 
While a federal government shutdown 
would have been inconvenient, many 
American citizens became particularly 
angry when they discovered a shutdown 
could mean those serving abroad in the 
military would not receive their paychecks, 
while lawmakers would continue to draw 
their full pay. Though federal offices could 
not say the exact financial impact of a 
shutdown until it occurred, the specu-
lation of such a possibility had military 
families using social media and contacting 
their representatives to gather support. In 
response, a bi-partisan group of lawmak-
ers quickly drafted separate legislation to 
ensure those serving in the military would 
be paid in the event of a shutdown. 
The rapidly-growing discontent was 
not just restricted to military families. A 
Pew research poll conducted last weekend 
asked Americans to describe the budget 
negotiations in one word. “Ridiculous” was 
the most popular word, with “disgusting” 
and “frustrating” at second and third 
choice. In total, 69 percent of those who 
responded used a negative term in refer-
ring to the federal budget deal, while only 
three percent chose a positive word.
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN AVERTED
MANDOLYN HECOX 




T.U. students receive 20% discount.      
Hour massage is $50 (Student price: $40) . 
Half hour massage is $25 (Student price: $20).
M
is available in Upland. 
Call Rose Phillips at
765-506-7700
RN & Certified Massage Therapist
Specializing in neck & shoulder issues
1331 S. Eighth St.
Dorm events available 
for education & seated massage.
the involvement.
Spencer encourages students to attend 
the festival. 
“I don’t think you have to necessarily 
like poetry to enjoy the festival,” he said. 
“Just taking part in an event that the com-
munity puts on is an important thing to 
do because it shows that you are placing 
value in living here. There really is a real 
and thriving culture here that we can par-
ticipate in.”
Memorabilia of Pogue, who penned 
down-to-earth lines such as, “When the 
days get hicky-dicky/ And your clothes feel 
sorto sticky/ And you want to pull your 
shoes off—then it’s spring!/ Hain’t no need 
to tell us fellars/ ‘Bout the water in your 
cellars/ That the equinox has struck us 
and it’s spring,” will be displayed from 9:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Barton Rees Pogue 
Memorial Library on 29 W. Washington 
St., as well as at the Depot Museum at the 
corner of Main Street and Railroad Avenue. 
The day will begin with registration for 
artists at 9 a.m., followed by events such 
as poetry readings in the Ayres building at 
9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. The art exhibit, 
held in the Avis Industrial Corporation 
Community Room across the street from 
Taylor, will be open to the public from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The festival program at 
Eastbrook South Elementary School will 
run from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and will include a 
keynote speaker in the character of Pogue, 
Taylor Sounds, poetry readings and the 
announcement of winners. 
Those who want to find out more 
information about tomorrow’s festival 
or see the full list of events can visit 
bartonreespogue.com.
Both sides claim victory as budget deal is reached hours away from deadline
Both political parties credited compromise for the budget deal but also highlighted for 
supporters the partisan initiatives which were achieved during last week’s tense discussion. 
M onday marked the one-month anniver-sary of the catastrophic earthquake and resulting tsunami that devastated 
Japan on March 11. A moment of silence punc-
tuated relief efforts at 2:46 p.m. (12:46 a.m. 
Eastern time) exactly one month after the 
disaster.
More than 13,000 people were killed as a 
result of the 9.0-magnitude quake, and more 
than 15,000 remain missing as of April 13, 
according to CNN. Japanese soldiers continue 
searching for victims of the disaster.
Worldwide relief efforts began the morning 
following the quake and tsunami. Almost 50 
countries, including the United States, China, 
the United Kingdom and South Korea, assisted 
with relief, as well as the European Union and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency.
Hundreds of aftershocks have shaken Japan 
since the initial quake. The strongest was a 7.1 
temblor April 7.
Aftershocks have occured less frequently 
but will continue. 
“There is an increased frequency and it will 
last for at least five or ten years,” said Ross S. 
Stein, a U.S. Geological Survey geophysicist 
interviewed by the New York Times.
A 6.6-magnitude aftershock occurred the 
evening of April 11. The Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear power plant was only 56 miles from 
the epicenter of the aftershock.
The plant was damaged by the initial quake 
and tsunami, causing it to emit radiation into 
the atmosphere and the surrounding water. 
There is now a 12-mile radius evacuation 
zone surrounding the complex.
Tuesday, the Japanese government raised 
the nuclear disaster level to seven—the high-
est level on the scale and the same level as the 
infamous Chernobyl incident of 1986.
Officials remain confident, however, that the 
majority of the nuclear threat is past. Japan’s 
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency believes 
another major release of radiation from Dai-
ichi is unlikely, said Hidehiko Nishiyama, the 
agency’s deputy director.
James Mates of Independent Television 
News believes the nuclear crisis may be draw-
ing too much concern away from other issues 
caused by the disasters. 
“In all the very real concern about what 
might happen at Fukushima, there is a danger 
of forgetting what has happened on Japan’s 
northeast coast,” he said.
The damage caused by the earthquake and 
tsunami could eventually cost Japan more 
than 25 trillion yen (the equivalent of $300 
billion), according to Japanese Deputy Finance 
Minister Mitsuru Sakurai.
This estimate would make the earthquake-
tsunami combination the most expensive natu-
ral disaster in history, according to Reuters.
The initial quake—the largest recorded in 
Japan—had an epicenter off the northeast 
coast of the country, approximately 230 miles 
from Tokyo, according to the New York Times.
The tsunami that followed the quake pro-
duced 30-foot waves that washed up to six 
miles inland.
As of March 21, almost 500,000 people have 
taken refuge in shelters.
After the quake and tsunami, a widespread 
power outage affected 6 million households—
about 10 percent of the population, according 
to Japanese ambassador to the U.S. Ichiro 
Fujisaki.  
The U.S. National Weather Service issued 
tsunami warnings for over 50 countries and 
territories following the quake.
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Campaigning continues 
Peru - Canidate Ollanta Humala will run against conservative 
legislator Keiko Fujimori, daughter of ex-president serving a 
25-year sentence for human-rights abuses and corruption, June 
5. Humala is a former army officer without any government 
experience.  
Subway bombing leaves 12 dead  
Belarus - In a subway bombing Monday evening in Minsk, the 
captial of Belarus, 12 were killed and more than 200 were 
wounded. Five suspects have been arrested by authorities.  
Former presidential candidate shot 
Uganda -  Kizza Besigye, a former presidential candidate in 
Uganda was shot by military police during a street demonstra-
tion Thursday.  
Burqa ban has some questioning future of religious rights  
India - Citizens question the future of the burqa, a long envolop-
ing garment worn by Muslim women, after France banned the 
controversial piece of attire. India has a Muslim population of 
175 million.  
Former president detained 
Egypt - Former president Hosni Mubarak and his two sons were 
detained by police Thursday. They face charges of corruption 
and abuse of power. 
Plane wreckage found 
France - The location of a 2009 Air France wreck that killed 228 
people on the flight from Rio de Janeiro to Paris was  
discovered.  
Number of students studying abroad to increase in Taiwan 
Taiwan -  Taiwan will allow more Chinese students to study in 
Taiwan for university degrees as relationships between the two 
countries have improved.  Chinese students make up some of 
the largest groups of foreign students in many countries. 
Mudslide engulfs bus 
Colombia - Fourteen died when a bus leaving Manizales was 
engulfed in a mudslide. Heavy rain caused the the mudslide. 
“We are especially con-
cerned about the atroci-
ties unfolding in Misrata. 
We are taking actions 
to respond, and those 
responsible will be held  
accountable.”
-Hillary Clinton
Social Justice Week 
highlighted the injus-
tices of the local com-
munity and the nation. 
On Wednesday, the scope expanded to an inter-
natinoal scale.
Dr. Celestin Musekura, President and Founder 
of the African Leadership And Reconciliation 
Ministries, ALARM, spoke in chapel Wednesday 
morning.  ALARM is an organization working to 
build leadership on a continent which deeply needs 
reconciliation, according to its mission statement. 
Musekura was born in Rwanda and is an 
ordained Baptist pastor. He was in Rwanda during 
the genocide in 1994 and experienced the atrocities 
of the genocide of the nearly 80,000 Tutsi minority 
by the Hutu majority. 
 Musekura spoke about social justice and why 
the church should respond to issues like poverty, 
racism and genocide. 
“We as evangelicals preach salvation, which is 
good, but before people go to heaven they have 
to live on this earth with dignity and in peace,” 
Musekura said. 
The international focus continued into the eve-
ning with the showing of the documentary, “This 
is My Normal.” With a glimpse into the slums of 
Nairobi, Kenya, the film examins the questions, 
“What is poverty?” and “What is normal?” The 
documentary focused on issues in a particular 
slum in the Mathare Valley, often referred to as the 
“Forgotten Valley,” examining health, water, sani-
tation, nutrition, behavior and education issues.
The movie was made by The Rule29 with the 
help of Wonderkind Studios and Life in Abundance, 
an organization working to empower northeastern 
African countries. It premiered April 7 at Arcade 
Theater in St. Charles, Ill., and will continue to 
show at various locations in the United States.
After the movie, Kenyan natives Humphrey and 
Mary Muchiri spoke on some of the issues with 
poverty in Kenya. Humphrey is adjunct professor 
in the business department and Mary is a profes-
sor in the English department at Taylor. 
A student panel made up of the Social Justice 
Week Cabinet concluded the event. The panelists 
shared thoughts on what is normal to them and 
whether God cares about the gap between the rich 
and the poor. Senior Lawson Bunch called social 
justice “the redeeming and righting of relation-
ships.”       
Though junior Hannah Weber has been exposed 
to the issue of poverty before, she found the docu-
mentary compelling because of the lack of choices 
available to people living in the slums.  
“Nobody has any choices about anything,” Weber 
said. 
She also found it interesting that the beginning 
of the documentary stressed that poverty didn’t 
just have to just be physical. If it could be defined 
in one word, poverty would be described as lack, so 
poverty could be emotional or spiritual.
“I think that both [in] the chapel message and 
in the documentary, we were able to hear dif-
ferent stories about people around the world, in 
these cases in Africa,” said senior global outreach 
co-director Laura Schmucker. “Hearing from 
[Musekura] and watching the documentary gives 
students a window into what these issues look 
like.”
Schmucker pointed out sometimes people feel 
helpless after hearing about these things over-
seas, but gaining awareness is a great way to start 
making an impact. 
“Why we care about social justice so much is 
God loves justice, so this is just gaining more of 
his heart,” she said.
JAPAN: A MONTH LATER
SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK GOES INTERNATIONAL
M A R I A  M A R T I N 
C O N T R I B U T O R
CHRISTEN GALL 
W O R L D  E D I T O R
able water bottles, driving home instead of flying and 
decreasing meat and cheese consumption, which have 
high carbon costs to produce.
“You don’t have to do anything drastic to be environ-
mentally responsible,” McCrea said. “Even little things can dramatically reduce 
your carbon footprint.”
Kevin Crosby, former president of the club, is Taylor’s coordinator of steward-
ship and sustainability. 
“We believe Earth Day is not about worshipping ‘Mother Earth,’ but is rather 
a chance to raise awareness about the biblical call to be good stewards of the 
resources God has entrusted to us,” he said. “Since Earth Day falls within Holy 
Week this year, it is an especially good opportunity for us as Christians to reflect 
on our role as caretakers of creation.”
Stewards of Creation is a service-oriented club. It was founded 16 years ago, 
making it one of Taylor’s oldest clubs. Picking up trash in the Mississinewa 
River and along Highway 26 and helping out at Victory Acres community farm 
are just a few of the club’s service projects. 
“One of the many reasons we believe Christians should be concerned with 
caring for creation is that many of the environmental problems we face today 
severely affect the poor—those we are called to love,” Crosby said. “Stewards of 
Creation is a great opportunity for Taylor students interested in becoming more 
environmentally responsible, and we are always happy to have new members.” 
W
ith screaming high school students, 
international issues, a BarlowGirl 
concert and more, Youth Conference 
(YC) 2011 begins today. YC co-direc-
tors, seniors Lorah Finkenbine and 
David Ostendorf, have coordinated a weekend of 
events centered on the theme “GO!” The theme 
verse is Mark 16:15: “He said to them, ‘Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to all creation.’ ”
“We settled on Mark 16:15 because it requires 
a response from the students and will hopefully 
help them realize the call on their lives,” Osten-
dorf said. “The theme ‘GO!’ came from the verse, 
and we wanted something that showed excite-
ment for wherever God might be calling us while 
remaining broad enough to let God determine a 
lot of the direction for this year’s conference.”
According to Finkenbine, this year’s theme was 
selected to raise awareness of global issues.
“We wanted kids to know what’s going on in the 
world around them and how other Christians are 
living,” Finkenbine said. “Most of the kids come 
from the comfortable suburbs, and high school 
kids in general aren’t really aware of what’s going 
outside of their own world.”
Through Sunday, high school students will par-
ticipate in sessions with keynote speaker Tom 
Albinson, President of the International Associa-
tion for Refugees (IAFR) and father of a current 
Taylor student.
“[Albinson] fits so perfectly with this year’s 
theme because not only does he have experience 
speaking to highschoolers, but he also has expe-
rience answering God’s call all over the world 
and is currently working with refugees through 
[IAFR],” Ostendorf said. 
In each main session, Albinson will encourage 
students to consider how God can use them to  go 
serve—around the world and in their daily lives. 
On Saturday, students can participate in two 
workshops: one with prayer stations for differ-
ent global issues, and another involving a Taylor 
student panel about evangelism.
 “It is so common for students in America to 
see God defined as a religion of Sunday morn-
ing worship and Bible study while overlooking 
the amazing work God is doing in countries that 
don’t accept Christianity or have access to Bibles,” 
Ostendorf said. “We also want to remind students 
that they don’t have to leave their home to have 
an impact for God and that he can use anyone.”
Instead of having numbers, each YC small 
group represents a country. Senior Eric Skala 
is co-leading the Canada group with sophomore 
Josh Larkin.
“The goals we have are to have a blast all week-
end long, get to know each other and understand 
God and his plan for our lives—both our students 
and ourselves,” Skala said.
Regardless of how students participate, sopho-
more co-leader Noelle Faasse predicts YC will 
ignite spiritual renewal across campus.
“I hope YC will ‘light the idle sticks of our lives’ 
so that they may burn for the Lord,” Faasse said. 
“Whether or not Taylor students attend YC main 
sessions, I am anticipating YC 2011 will incite 
conversations about missions to truly lead more 
of our own hearts to missions.”
VERA BRADLEY ON CAMPUS
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ASHTON AND DEMI’S 
CRUSADE
The husband-and-wife team of 
Ashton Kutcher and Demi Moore 
have created The Demi and Ashton 
Foundation (DNA) to combat child 
sex trafficking. Using Kutcher’s 
campaign slogan of “Real Men 
Don’t Buy Girls,” the couple hopes 
to reveal to America that traffick-
ing is prevalent even here in the 
U.S. - not just Cambodia, India or 
Nepal. 
B R E A C H I N G 
t h e 
B U B B L E
FAREWELL, CARELL
According to NBC, Michael Scott 
is leaving “The Office.” The en-
dearingly obnoxious “World’s Best 
Boss” is scheduled to make his fi-
nal appearance on Thursday, April 
28, in an extended episode.  On 
Monday, the network announced 
the episode will begin at 9 p.m. and 
last until 9:50 p.m. 
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dearingly obnoxious “World’s Best 
Boss” is scheduled to make his fi-
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the episode will begin at 9 p.m. and 




f there’s one American tradition I am 
proud of more than our childhood obesity 
rate, it’s the fact that we give random 
stuff on the Internet way too much pub-
licity. The most recent group under this 
category is the Raptor Resource Project, 
who, in an apparent effort to kill Ameri-
can work productivity, installed a cam-
era above a bald eagle nest in Iowa and 
is steaming the video online 24/7.
I interviewed Bob Anderson, the direc-
tor of the Raptor Resource Project. The 
broadcast has been viewed by over 30 million 
people, and he says it’s probably due to the fact 
that they have a good camera. 
“People watch it and say, ‘Wow!’ ” he said. “Then 
they go tell their friends.”
The nest is home to a mommy and daddy eagle, 
and three hatchlings. The website has a timeline 
with the dates and videos of major events that 
have happened in the nest, like the mother bird 
laying the eggs, if you want to witness that. The 
timeline also documents the three egg hatchings 
with descriptive entries like this one: “4/2/11 – 
‘First egg pip.’”
I spent some time watching the eagles, and I 
have to admit it was interesting. Most of the time 
it was just a full-screen shot of a bird rump, but 
the eagles would occasionally chirp or peck at 
things. At one point the mother eagle even sat on 
the babies. Talk about exciting!
It might sound lame to watch a live stream of 
a bird’s nest, but I would argue it is a more intel-
ligent form of entertainment than “Jersey Shore,” 
or “The Bachelor,” both of which will lower your 
IQ to that of a zucchini.
 The video has a counter that shows you how 
many thousands of other viewers are watching 
at any moment, so you don’t feel too bad about 
yourself. Bob told me the site was so popular at 
some workplaces that employers have blocked it 
on their company networks.
 While watching, I wondered for a moment if 
the eagles mind having their privacy invaded. 
Sometimes one of them will gaze directly into the 
camera, as if to say, “Why are you observing my 
daily preening ritual? Do I perch on your show-
erhead in the morning?”
 The best part of the website is a chat room that 
is available for nature-loving people who want 
to have intelligent discussions about the eagles, 
such as the contents of their most recent bowel 
movements. 
The chat room has a long list of rules, the first 
of which is: “Be respectful, polite and focused on 
eagles.” The rest of the rules (there are 10 in all) 
repeatedly instruct viewers to keep their com-
ments appropriate. I can’t imagine they’ve had 
problems with this before:
Happy_Eagle_guy: Isn’t this camera thing 
awesome?
BinocularBoy10: I am intrigued.
Edith9457: Yes, as an avid bird-watcher, I 
often wish I could see them from so close.
AvianBloodSlayer: WHOOO!!! WHAT’S GOOD 
PEEPS!???
Happy_Eagle_guy: Hey buddy, lighten up on 
the punctuation. What does your name mean, 
anyway?
BinocularBoy10: Please keep the comments 
eagle-related, everybody.
AvianBloodSlayer: FLYINGS AWESOME!!!
Edith9457: Why don’t you shut your face, 
Binocular boy? The only person breaking the 
rules is that idiot typing in all caps.
Happy_Eagle_guy: Guys, let’s be cordial.
BinocularBoy10: Hey Edith, you can take my 





 Some other fun facts about the nest are that it 
is 80 feet high and weighs over 1,000 pounds. Bob 
said it was so heavy just from its size. 
“It’s six feet by four feet, made of sticks. They’ve 
been building it for five years,” he said. I asked 
him if there was a lot of built-up eagle doody that 
contributed to the heaviness. “Some,” he said.
 The video is definitely worth whatever copi-
ous amount of government funding the Raptor 
Resource Project received. It’s become a national 
story, and millions of people watch the eagles 
every day. I encourage you all to check out the 
video sometime very soon, because the babies 
will grow up quickly and fly out of the nest before 
you know it. I’ve also heard eagles consume their 
young.
Watch the live feed at ustream.tv/decoraheagles.
A pile sits on the desk, spilling over 
onto the nearby dresser. Pinks, yel-
lows and oranges mingle as buds 
bloom. This is not a field of April 
flowers. Instead, it is a swell of colorful swirls 
and paisley designs. The pieces sport the same 
pattern—rasberry fizz—and display matching 
tags parading one name: Vera Bradley.
A laptop case, small backpack, curling iron 
holder, notepad, wristlet, weekender bag and 
another bag used as a first aid kit create this 
coordinated collection. Elsewhere in the room 
lurk two makeup bags, another set of notecards 
and an ID case.
“I don’t think I have anything else here,” said 
sophomore Lauren Harvey, looking at the items in 
her ownership, “but I have so much more at home.”
Vera Bradley has not caught more than just 
Harvey’s attention. About 64 percent of nearly 100 
female survey respondents stated 
they owned at least one product 
from the company. Of these, about 
eight percent owned more than 10 
products, like Harvey.
Most Taylor women who own Vera Bradley (75 
percent) own between one and four items.
The Taylor Bookstore has carried Vera Bradley 
for almost two years. The store’s general merchan-
dise buyer, Erin Shively, oversees each step in the 
process of Vera coming to Taylor.
The most recent shipment sits in baskets and 
upon the white shelves reserved for the company.
Shively said the most popular sellers are the 
zip ID Case and the all-in-one wristlet.
Beth Hicks, who has worked for the store since 
September, has a theory as to why students buy 
these products the most.
“I think it’s just because [Vera Bradley] makes 
a good product that’s a convenient way to carry 
your ID around,” she said.
Hicks owns an all-in-one wristlet and agreed 
that it is practical.
“I can carry my phone, money, credit card and 
ID all around campus,” she said.
Harvey agreed.
“It’s so much handier than carrying a purse 
around,” she said, zipping it open and digging 
through the receipts she has stuffed inside as 
Reject Show ticket slipped onto the floor.
Shively, a 2006 graduate of Indiana Wesleyan 
University, said the company did not hold the 
status it has now when she was a student.
“The patterns stopped looking old-ladyish and 
they’re marketing to younger people [now],” she 
said.
The products do not come without drawbacks, 
though. Some of the bags are awkwardly shaped 
and hard to fill, according to Harvey.
Shively believes price plays a factor, saying the 
larger items, especially, are expensive.
These drawbacks have not kept students from 
buying, though.
“It’s trendy. It’s in,” Shively said. “It used to be an 
old lady’s design, and girls have taken off with it.”
Because of this prevalence, perhaps this spring 
and summer will prove even brighter and more 
colorful. After all, many of the flowers and buds 
will not be rooted in the ground in need of sunlight 
and water, but will be rooted in a popular company 
based on its fashion appeal to women and its 
convenience on campus.
For those who want to own a first—or fifteenth—
Vera Bradley piece, the annual outlet sale runs 
through Sunday at the Allen County Memorial 
Coliseum in Ft. Wayne.
Stewards of Creation (SOC) will host the fourth-annual Earth Day Events 
on Wednesday, April 20. The main event is the sidewalk chalk art contest, 
which will take place Wednesday afternoon by the Samuel Morris Statues.
The competition will be open from 2 to 5 p.m. and will be judged by a 
member of Taylor’s art department. The winner can choose between gift 
certificates to Ivanhoes and The Jumping Bean. The runner-up will receive 
the remaining gift card. Prizes for honorable mentions include Taylor Uni-
versity water bottles, T-shirts and fluorescent light bulbs. 
“In addition to the contest, there will be music and a booth where students 
can make environmental bracelets out of hemp in support of environmental 
justice,” said SOC president, sophomore Allyson Mahan.
In addition to the chalk contest, SOC members will lay out two tarps 
Wednesday before chapel. One tarp will be loaded with recycled items, and 
the other will hold garbage. 
“The purpose of the tarps is to show students how many things can be 
reused if they are recycled instead of thrown away,” Mahan said.  
SOC member freshman Nathan McCrea compiled a list of things students 
can do to be more environmentally friendly. The list includes buying reus-
Stewards of Creation
STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS: 21st CENTURY 
BIRD-WATCHING
NICK VAN HEEST
C O N T R I B U T O R
TAYLOR BLAKE
C O N T R I B U T O R
RO N N I E  W I L L M A R T H  C O N T R I B U T O R
Academy. Abbey. Apostolate. 
M.Div. and M.A. in Theology Degrees
AT  S E AT T L E  PAC I F I C  S E M I N A R Y 
These three concepts academy, abbey, and apostolate
defi ne the vision of Seattle Pacifi c Seminary’s approach to theological 
education. The Seminary offers two graduate degree programs: M.A. 
in Theology and Master of Divinity (M.Div.).  In each, you’ll experience 
rigorous scholarship (academy), spiritual depth in community 
(abbey), and compassionate service (apostolate)—all informed by our 
Wesleyan heritage that joins “knowledge and vital piety” as a means 
of changing the world.
Scholarships and graduate assistantships are available. 
For more information, contact Raoul Perez, raoulp@spu.edu 
or visit our website. www.spu.edu/seminary
K A R A  H A C K E T T 
L I F E  &  T I M E S  C O - E D I T O R
ASHTON AND DEMI’S 
CRUSADE
The husband-and-wife team of 
Ashton Kutcher and Demi Moore 
have created The Demi and Ashton 
Foundation (DNA) to combat child 
sex trafficking. Using Kutcher’s 
campaign slogan of “Real Men 
Don’t Buy Girls,” the couple hopes 
to reveal to America that traffick-
ing is prevalent even here in the 
















According to a recent poll, students flock to the assortment of Vera Bradley products offered in the Taylor bookstore.
Secrets and uncer-
tainty run wild in the 
Taylor Theatre play, 
“Witness for the Pros-
ecution.” A notable 
British lawyer, Sir Wilfrid Robarts, tries 
to defend his client, Leonard Vole, from 
a murder charge.Vole had been visit-
ing a middle-aged woman without his 
wife. After being written into her will, 
he looks guilty of her murder.
The court battle is intense, and the 
truth seems impossible to discern. 
Vole (sophomore Braden Spear) vio-
lently protests his innocence. His wife, 
Romaine (freshman Christina Goggin), 
makes it clear she is neither predictable 
nor trustworthy
Senior Nathan Biberdorf, in his first 
major acting role, steals the show as Sir 
Wilfrid. His mannerisms, accent and 
personality perfectly compliment his 
character as a truth-seeking but tough 
lawyer. The opposing lawyers play 
a verbal cat-and-mouse game, which 
is as captivating as the evidence and 
provides comic relief.
As the evidence piles up, neither 
side can call a clear victory after the 
first day of the trial. That evening, Sir 
Wilfred mulls over the case, and, well, 
you’ll have to see the play to know the 
ending. The verdict is one of the play’s 
many secrets, jealously guarded by both 
cast and crew. 
J u n i o r  K a r y n 
Roe. stage manager, 
explained that closed 
rehearsals with no 
visitors allowed kept the ending from 
leaking out early.
The play imitates black-and-white 
courtroom dramas such as “Anatomy of 
a Murder,” using the film noir feel made 
famous by mov-
ies like “The 
Maltese Falcon.” 
Every aspect 
o f  “ Wi t n e s s ” 
contributes to 
this feel. The 
set is entirely 
gray, from the 
desks to  the 
fireplace to the 
house plants. 
The actors wear 
white, black and 
gray. Spotlights 
and fog work together to create a mys-
terious, deceptive aura that matches the 
characters’ demeanors.
“[Film noir] movies show the conse-
quences of disloyalty and dishonesty, 
the dangers of façade and hidden 
intentions,” said junior Justin Chisham, 
assistant to the director. “Yes, the world 
is a dark place where things are not 
often what they seem. However, our 
God is the light that works to dispel 
the shadows. Smoke and poison may 
permeate our lives, and we are called to 
address that fact and work to change it. 
Film noir may be cynical, but life does 
not need to match it.”
“Witness for the Prosecution,” written 
by Agatha Christie, opened last Friday 
at the Mitchell Theatre. It continues 
this weekend 
w i t h  s h o w -
ings today and 
tomorrow at 8 
p.m., and Sun-
day at 3 p.m. 
The  show is 
approximately 
two-and-a-half 
h o u r s  l o n g . 
Tickets are $10 
for  s tudents 
a n d  $ 1 2  f o r 
adults.
“Witness for 
the Prosecution” isn’t epic like “The 
Count of Monte Cristo” (how often is 
the orchestra pit flooded?), but classic 
movie fans will enjoy the mood, and 
people who enjoy courtroom dramas 
will be riveted to the plot. For everyone 
else, there’s a good mystery and British 
accents. What more could you want?
LOCAL EVENTS
The Broadway hit “Rock of Ages” closes Sunday at Clowes Memorial Hall at Butler University. The Tony 
Award Nominee merges hits from Journey, Night Ranger, Pat Benatar, Twisted Sister, Poison and a myriad 
of other ‘80s rock artists into an “awesomely good time about dreaming big, playing loud and partying on!”  
Times vary. Tickets start at $22.
for more information, visit www.cloweshall.org
Comedian Jerry Seinfeld is coming to the Historic Embassy Theatre in Fort Wayne. With his observational 
humor and skewed wit (along with a classic television show), Seinfeld has become one of the most popular 
comedians of all time. The show begins at 7 p.m. April 22. Tickets start at $48.
for more information, visitwww.fwembassytheatre.org/events.
Tomorrow at the Honeywell Center in Wabash, Ind., legendary basketball coach Bob Knight will present a 
lecture highlighting his coaching career. His presentation will conclude with a question and answer ses-
sion with the audience. Tickets start at $24, and the show begins at 7:30 p.m.
for more information, visit www.honeywellcenter.org
Classic movie fans will 
like the mood, and people 
who enjoy courtroom 
drama will be riveted to 
the plot.
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Q&A WITH TIGER CUB
Q:  What bands have influenced 
your style of music?
A:  Small Black, Gobble Gobble, 
My Bloody Valentine, Deerhunter, 
The Gaskets (reason they started), 
Washed Out [and] early 80’s 
electronica.
 
Q:  What is your proudest 
moment in the album? Why?
A:  The breakdown in “Shotgun 
House.” Sometimes space and 
pauses in a recording have more 
dramatic effect than something 
really loud and dense. It is the 
most minimal part of the track, 
but at the same time it has the 
most impact.
 
Q:  You have alluded to this 
being Tiger Cub’s last album, 
what would it take to keep the 
band together?
A:  If everyone in the band got 
jobs in the same city or if the band 
gets recognized by someone who 
wants to keep releasing our stuff.
Q:  Does the band have any 
strange or weird rituals?
A:  We record our songs before we 
practice or play them live. Most 
bands do it the other way around. 
We don’t really have weird 
rituals—we’re pretty normal. The 
main thing is we are backwards in 
how we record our music.
Q:  What are some of the best 
Tiger Cub memories? Funny 
stories?
A:  In our second or third show 
together as a band, we played for 
our largest crowd ever. People 
were crowd surfing and just all 
out going crazy. Then there is the 
whole story with the girl named 
“Heaven,” which we talk about 
on our bandcamp page. Then of 
course opening for Small Black 
was a dream come true for me, 
[Stephen].
ALEX MELLEN 
C O N T R I B U T O R
 Tiger Cub
Tiger Cub, not “Tiger 
Club” (as I once thought), 
is a band from Taylor 
University. The band 
consists of three seniors: Stephen Dor-
man and twins Taylor and Jamison 
MacKillop. The members of Tiger Cub 
met in 2008 and “cub love” began to 
spread soon after.
The Tiger Cub members collaborate 
when creating and recording music, 
but each contributes in his own 
unique way. Taylor MacKillop has 
written the majority of the music and 
lyrics for every song except “Gloomy.” 
Dorman does almost all the recording 
and mixing, spending countless hours 
on his computer using the program 
Logic Mix and fine tuning. 
Jamison MacKillop plays bass 
guitar at their shows, has the nicest 
music equipment in the group and 
looks really cool up on stage. I mean, 
painfully cool—all other hipsters pale 
in comparison, and the sense of inad-
equacy that happens if you make eye 
contact is overwhelming.
 Tiger Cub’s latest album, “Deep-
sixxx Party,” went far beyond most 
people’s expectations. This indie/
electronic band from Upland brought 
emotion-filled songs that spoke of 
hopes, fears and memories past. 
 
Members of the band 
Small Black (Jagjaguwar 
Records) texted them the 
night after they played together. They 
listened to the album in their van all 
day and really liked it.
Tiger Cub’s music has progressed 
since their last EP, but, sadly, this 
could be the last album. The band 
members are preparing to graduate 
and will be moving to different places. 
Although the name of the album 
comes from a nickname for their 
friends’ apartment, I like to think it 
has a hidden meaning. To “deep six” 
something means “to toss out or get 
rid of ” (originated with sailing in 
regards to tossing something over-
board). I choose to read into this: in 
a beautifully melancholic sort of way, 
they went all-out on this last album, 
tossing all hope to the wind and 
throwing a farewell party to them-
selves and to their fans.
Give them a listen at tigercub.band-
camp.com.
My pick 3 off the album:




C O N T R I B U T O R
LEONARD VOLE (SOPHOMORE BRADEN SPEAR) BEGS HIS MALICIOUS WIFE ROMAINE (FRESHMAN  
CHRISTINA GOGGIN) TO SAVE HIM FROM BEING BRANDED A MURDERER.













ocial Justice Week is a lot of fun to pick on. Listen 
with your eyes as I use my words to tear it apart. 
Heck, other years I was one of the biggest cynics—I 
can cynic with the best of them. Hear me roar from 
the safety of my computer.
Seriously, having a “slumber party” in a “card-
board fort” for a night or two does not mean you know 
what it is like to be homeless. In fact, many homeless 
people would probably find that pretty insulting. 
Living in a cardboard community doesn’t bring you 
anywhere close to what homelessness is like. 
Also, who likes seeing a bunch of statistics about 
how many people are going to die or be infected with an incurable 
disease by the time you are “done reading this article/message?” 
Who other than social work majors (who often get extra credit for 
attending the speaking events), wants to sit through a 45-minute 
guilt trip and then have the speaker shamelessly promote their 
particular organization 
and tell you it is the only 
way to make a difference 
and/or follow God, and 
that what you are doing 
doesn’t matter or isn’t 
good enough? Guilt can 
be a useful tool, but only 
in short-term efforts. 
Rarely does guilt alone 
give you the motivation 
to continue something 
for the long haul. 
I tend to avoid these 
topics like the plague.
But this year, things 
were different. The speakers spoke the truth and did so in love. 
They explained how providing for physical needs has a spiritual 
effect and providing for spiritual needs has a physical effect, and 
we should not get hung up on the issue of which is more important. 
They put a huge emphasis on raising up leaders within the exist-
ing communities to help make things right and not trying to be 
the “great white hope.”
The week started Sunday night with a panel discussion. The 
main focus was, “What is social justice?” Members of the panel 
independently said: “Social justice is 
the righting and redeeming of relation-
ships. Typically our minds go straight to 
political and economic issues, but that is 
only looking at a small sliver of the pie. 
Social justice is the righting of relation-
ships between friends, family, communi-
ties, body and self-image, sexual identity, 
etc.” They went on to say, “Social justice 
is not just a left wing, hippie, extremist 
movement. It is what Jesus was sent 
to Earth to do—to redeem what he had 
created, to regain possession of it. To 
right the relationship between us and 
the Father.” 
I may be a cynic, but I cannot argue 




spoke about how 
he  works  wi th 
gangs in Chicago 
and told a lot of 
hard but encour-
aging stories. The 
thing that really 
stuck with me is 
when he talked 
about our “calling.” 
As a senior, I am 
asked on a daily 
basis what it is I am going to do once I gradu-
ate. Often, people ask me where I feel “called.” Greener compared 
our callings to a train—we always act as if it is something we can 
“miss,” saying, “Oh man, I missed my calling, bummer. Now I guess 
I am going to have to live a mediocre life.” That is a lie. Your calling 
is not something that can be missed. It’s not something for which 
you have to wait. College is the “real world.” You do not have to 
wait to graduate to enter it.
 Right now, we are called to use what God has given us. When 
faced with two good-looking options, God is not trying to trick us, 
seeing if we can guess which one is our calling and which one is 
not. Think about the story of Jonah. If anyone could “miss” his 
calling, it would have been him. He said no a lot, ran away, and 
then whined at God for a long time, yet he was still used.
Instead of focusing on a governmental policy we don’t like or 
which charity organizations are the best, let’s spend our time 
thinking about what God has gifted us with right now. How can 
we use those gifts—in love—to help redeem and fix the things that 
are around us now, at this stage in our lives? 
For the past year I’ve worked on a 
project I believed would bring  greater 
understanding and compassion to 
our campus. I’ve been trying to stage the play, 
“Seven Passages: The Stories of Gay Christians.” 
The piece was written by Stephanie Sandberg, a 
professor at Calvin College, and is built around 
interviews conducted with gay Christians in the 
Michigan area.
The play is structured around reading passages 
commonly used to conedmen homosexual behav-
ior, followed by a response from the gay Christians 
interviewed. Sandberg is clear how the Bible is 
meant to be handled.
“The Scripture should be treated with rever-
ence, not with anger nor with disgust,” she said. 
“What is most clear in the stories of the people in 
the play is that they love their faith, they want to 
be members of Christian churches and they love 
the Bible.”
This play is not about the-
ology, however. The scriptural 
debate is included to open the 
audience’s eyes to an issue 
that requires study and ear-
nest prayer. To have an opin-
ion about the subject means 
we must educate ourselves and 
be prepared to give an answer, 
like any other aspect of faith.
The majority of the play 
focuses on the characters’ expe-
riences with churches in which 
they are struggling to find a 
place. One man expresses the 
problem he and the majority 
of gay Christians face: “I don’t 
think that the church deals 
with this issue very well . . . 
in fact, their choice is most often not to deal with 
it and they hurt a lot of people in the process.” 
Another woman talked about the limitations she 
felt in her church home.
When I read about the alienation members 
of our Christian family feel, I was convicted. I 
presented the play to a number of students and 
academic organizations at Taylor. No one wanted 
to put it on. I spoke with my professors about the 
subject. While they gave me support and encour-
agement, they cautioned that staging such a play 
at Taylor was unlikely. Finally, I presented my 
proposal to Taylor administration. They 
were very gracious, but when I received 
the response that Taylor could not pur-
sue a play of this nature, it was devastating.
While I respect their decision, I do not agree 
with it.
We’ve never explored the issue of homosexu-
ality from this angle at Taylor. We’ve had town 
hall meetings and philosophy lectures, but no 
speaker or panel has acknowledged the existence 
of gay Christians. There are gay Christians here, 
and Christians who struggle with their sexual-
ity. There are people whose lives are a necessary 
deception because they don’t know what’s safe to 
say. This play is for them.
It’s also for the people who don’t realize whom 
they are excluding. It’s for the people who would 
happily be ears to listen if only they were pre-
pared. It’s for the people who, even on our campus, 
use language that is not edify-
ing, and for those deeply hurt 
by it, but too afraid to tell the 
speaker why.
This play acknowledges 
a part of the Christian fam-
ily we ignore and allows gay 
Christians a forum to reveal 
what they struggle with, and 
to request a place in the com-
munity from which they feel so 
alienated. If what we’re look-
ing for is “intentional commu-
nity,” it must be sought—we 
must be stretched, pushed 
and confronted with flaws 
we didn’t know we had. The 
pursuit of community cannot 
result in the silence of some of 
its members. We must act like 
real community is something we care about or 
stop talking about it like it’s truly a Taylor value.
The message I received from the administration 
made it clear that the solace this could offer gay 
Christians at Taylor and the widened worldview it 
could offer to other students was simply not worth 
the possible fallout from the project. 
I believe the students at Taylor are worth it. I 
believe they deserve this play. If you know of a 
space that can be used for performance, or desire 
to help in any capacity, it would be very welcomed.
The mission of Taylor Univer-
sity is to develop servant leaders 
marked with a passion to minis-
ter Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a 
world in need.
The administration, faculty, staff, alumni 
and benefactors desire nothing more than for 
the mission statement to be realized within 
the Taylor community and to the world at 
large through the university’s graduates.
To me, this mission statement is an adden-
dum to Christ’s commission to go to the ends 
of the Earth proclaiming his greatness and 
lordship. However, Christ’s commission and 
the mission of the university do not imply 
that these mandates are 
to be executed at the 
expense of love. Surely the 
greatest commandment 
is that we would love our 
neighbor as Christ has 
loved us.
How can we minister 
Christ’s redemptive love 
and truth to Atheists, 
Buddhists, Baha’is, Hin-
dus, Jews, Mormons and 
Muslims if we are too wor-
ried about being right that 
we feel we need to defend 
Christ, who has clearly 
already defended himself, 




I have heard it said on this campus, “We 
should not encourage interfaith dialogue 
because we are right and (they) are wrong 
and such instances invite evilness and insta-
bility.” Or, “I know what I need to know and 
it doesn’t matter what they believe because 
they are wrong.”  Or, “(Their) religion is one of 
hate.” (Note:  “They” probably believe Chris-
tianity is one of hate if they, too, only accept 
the atrocities committed in the name of reli-
gion, e.g., Westboro Baptist Church slander, 
the Christian Crusades, Salem Witch Hunts, 
forced conversion of Native Americans, etc.)
Christ loved me—not by condemning me, 
but by saving me. He did not say, “you are 
wrong. Therefore, believe in me because I 
am right.” Rather, he said, “Come here child, 
let me know you, love you and forgive you, 
and then you will know that I am 
the way, the truth and the life.” 
Undoubtedly, my life could have 
ended without accepting that he is the way, 
the truth, and the life, but it was not at the 
expense of him first loving me.
There is more to the administration of 
Christ’s redemptive love and truth than 
conversion. While certainly as Christians 
we seek to make disciples as is mandated 
by the Lord, we cannot pass our Jewish, 
Muslim, Mormon neighbor on the side of 
the road without acknowledging their value 
more than a simple conversion opportunity. 
Are they not also fearfully and wonderfully 
made by Yahweh? Can 
we not learn from them 
and they from us simply 
because we are different? 
Can we not work together 
for common purposes even 
if we do not have all the 
same beliefs?
What does interfaith 
dialogue look like for Tay-
lor students and gradu-
ates? It does not mean we 
compromise our beliefs, 
concede to relativism or 
universalism, condemn, 
condone or seek to con-
vert others. Interfaith dia-
logue means we embrace 
and vocalize our beliefs 
as truth and share our 
differences through honest communication 
by building peaceful, committed and lov-
ing relationships with individuals of other 
faiths in order that we may learn from and 
be a witness, a representative and a minister 
of Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a 
world in need so Christ and his Spirit may 
be heard, and he may convict among people 
who may otherwise never lovingly hear the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.
J.R. Kerr said in chapel, “The Church is 
unfortunately known by what it is against.” 
Let’s not be against interfaith dialogue. Let’s 
be for the redemptive love and truth of Christ 
by ministering to and partnering in friend-
ship and love with our Atheist, Buddhist, 
Baha’i, Hindu, Jewish, Mormon and Muslim 
neighbors.
Need a soapbox? 
Become a contributor to the Opinions section! 
Email Emily_Luttrull@tayloru.edu for more information. Let your voice be heard.
L A W S O N  B U N C H ,  C O N T R I B U T O R
 If what we’re looking for is 
‘intentional community,’ it 
must be sought—we must 
be stretched, pushed and 
confronted with flaws we 
didn’t know we had. 
While certainly as Christians 
we seek to make disciples 
as is mandated by the Lord, 
we cannot pass our Jewish, 
Muslim, Mormon neigh-
bor on the side of the road 
without acknowledging their 
value more than a simple 
conversion opportunity.  
I may be a cynic, but I cannot 
argue with social justice when 
it is framed in that light. 
SPEAKERS TURN GUILT INTO HOPE
INTERFAITH DIALOGUE ‘SEVEN PASSAGES’
NATHAN BAKER  
C O N T R I B U T O R
ANNE WILSON 
C O N T R I B U T O R
PLAY COULD DELIVER MUCH-NEEDED 
MESSAGE ON GAY CHRISTIANS
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NON-CHRISTIANS ARE MORE THAN 
CONVERSION OPPORTUNITIES
A LOOK AT SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK
Senior Survival Week Schedule










4 p.m. 7 p.m. 7 p.m.
Come learn more about how to be better prepared for life post-graduation.
TRACK SETS RECORDS AT LITTLE STATE
G A B E  B A I N 
STAFF WRITER
Last weekend, Taylor Uni-
versity’s men and women’s 
track teams displayed record-
breaking performances as both teams 
finished in the top 10 at the Indiana 
Little State Championships, held at 
Indiana Wesleyan University.
“It’s a really competitive meet,” said 
head coach Ted Bowers. “There is a high 
level of competition.”
The women broke two school records 
Saturday, finishing eighth of 17 and scor-
ing 43 points in seven events.
In the first event of the day for Tay-
lor, the 4x100 relay team of sophomore 
Henrietta Carey, junior Stephanie Ken-
ney, senior LaJoya Smith and freshman 
Carlene Johnson finished fourth with 
a time of 47.80 seconds, breaking the 
record they set a few weeks earlier.
The second event for the women’s 
team, the 4x400 relay, was just as suc-
cessful as the first event. Kenney and 
Smith joined freshman Erin Price and 
sophomore Emily Perschbacher to break 
yet another school record, which had 
been held since 1992. The quartet took 
fourth with a time of 3:57.56.
The next event was the 400-meter 
dash, run by Kenney. Her performance 
was strong, but because of an automatic 
timer malfunction, all the runners were 
unofficially hand-timed. This dropped 
Kenney’s time from 56.6, which would 
have qualified her for nationals and a 
new school record, to 58.58, which quali-
fied her for fifth place.
Price pulled out the strongest perfor-
mance of the day, finishing with a third-
place time of 1:04.82 in the 400-meter 
hurdles. She placed third, the women’s 
highest finish.
“There were so many gals with great 
days,” Bowers said. “I was really pleased 
how that one turned out for us.”
Two Trojans scored in the field portion 
of the meet. Sophomore Ali 
Swart took sixth in the jav-
elin throw with a distance of 
101’2”. Johnson also participated in the 
javelin throw, placing second a distance 
of 121’11”, her personal best.
“I thought our women performed very, 
very admirably,” Bowers said. “We had 
eight top-10 performances [and] three 
school records.”
The men met success at the meet as 
well, finishing seventh of 17 schools with 
46 points. Only two MCC teams placed 
ahead of them: Bethel and IWU.
Sophomore Corbin Slater had the 
strongest performance of the day with 
a first-place finish in the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase. He set his own personal 
record Friday with a time of 9:44:29. 
Senior Matt Bane also competed in the 
steeplechase, placing fourth.
“I came in number-one seed, so I knew 
I had a chance to win it,” Slater said. “I 
just raced to win and came out with a 
10-second [personal record].”
“We went one-four in an event,” Bow-
ers said. “We felt like it could be one of 
our stronger events, and it was.”
Senior Scott Gill had a pair of top-five 
finishes, placing third in the high jump 
with a leap of 6’7” and fifth in the 200-
meter dash with a time of 22.03. Sopho-
more Kyle Anderson finished fifth in the 
400-meter hurdle (55.52), and senior 
Adam Schroer finished third (32:11.13) 
Friday night in the 10,000-meter run.
The Trojans head to North Manches-
ter, Ind., this weekend to compete at the 
Manchester Invitational.
“Manchester is an event for us where 
most of our students are doing events 
they aren’t used to,” Bowers said. “We’re 
going to get a lot of work in this week. 
We’re just going to cut back on the num-
ber of events they are competing in.”
Junior Stephanie Kenney ran with the 4x100-meter relay team and 
the 4x400-meter team during the Little State Championships. Both 
teams broke school records. 
Sophomore Brett Ladley battles for a face off with 
a Ball State player during the Trojans’ March 30 
victory over the Cardinals.
By winning four conference 
games this week, the softball 
team moved into sole posses-
sion of third place in the Mid-Central College 
Conference.
“That was our goal,” said head coach Brad 
Bowser. “Top three. We have six more [confer-
ence] games to play, gotta finish it out now.”
Taylor pulled off two come-from-behind 
victories (4-3, 5-4) at Goshen on Tuesday and 
extended their five game win streak with 
two wins (3-2, 10-3) at Grace yesterday. The 
Trojans have won seven of their last eight 
games and are now 14-14 overall and 7-3 in 
conference play.
Goshen jumped out to a quick 3-0 lead in 
the second inning of game one on Tuesday, but 
Taylor scored one run in the fourth, fifth and 
sixth frames to tie the game at three.
“We kept battling,” Bowser said. “We didn’t 
look pretty. We didn’t play extremely well 
defensively. But we just kept battling.”
Senior Maggie Burns reached on an error 
to start the top of the seventh. After a field-
er’s choice advanced Burns to second, junior 
Laura Strode drove her in on a single to cen-
ter, sealing the comeback win for the Trojans.
Burns went 2-4 and scored a run in the 
game, and sophomore Holly Tomaszewski 
earned her eighth win of the season after 
pitching seven innings, striking out nine and 
giving up no earned runs.
Taylor pulled off another 
comeback in the nightcap. Down 
3-2 in the seventh, the Trojans 
scored two runs on three hits to take a one-
run lead. But Goshen answered right back, 
scoring an unearned run in the bottom of the 
frame to send the game to extra innings.
With the bases loaded and one out in the top 
of the eighth, senior Emily Kramer was hit by 
a pitch, driving in freshman Emily Tweedy 
and giving Taylor a 5-4 lead. Tomaszewski 
pitched a scoreless bottom half of the inning 
to secure the win.
“They’re never gonna quit,” Bowser said. “I 
always tell them that the most dangerous 
person is the last one with the bat in their 
hands. And that’s the way they’re believing.”
Sophomore Liz DeOtte and freshman 
Karon Early both went 3-4 in the victory, and 
Tomaszewski picked up her second win of the 
day will two scoreless innings in relief.
After making four errors that led to four 
unearned runs against Goshen, Taylor looked 
to tighten up their defense against Grace yes-
terday.
“For the most part [Grace] just hits and puts 
it in play,” Bowser said Wednesday.  We gotta 
make the plays. We just gotta keep it in front 
of us, attack the ball and we’ll be fine.”
The Trojans did exactly that, giving up 
no unearned runs in the two games against 
Grace.
“[The defense] was fantastic,” Bowser said. 
“I feel like we’re attacking the ball better, and 
when that happens they make great plays 
and give us what we need.”
Tomaszewski (10-6) got the call in game 
one, striking out seven while giving up just 
two runs.  Tweedy went 3-3 and added an RBI 
in the 3-2 victory.
Taylor’s offense exploded for ten runs on 
15 hits in game two. Sophomore Sarah Heath 
hit her second home run of the season while 
Tweedy, Kramer and sophomore Liz DeOtte 
all had three hits in the 10-2 win.
“Just a great team effort,” Bowser said. “We 
timed up both [pitchers] really well.  We hit 
the ball extremely hard.”
With seven regular season games, the con-
ference tournament and playoffs remaining, 
the Trojans’ 14 wins so far this season are 
one more than the team had all of last year.
“They just keep believing,” Bowser said. 
“We understand that if we keep playing, good 
things are going to happen. Our kids are 
really starting to believe that they can play 
with anybody in our league.”
Taylor will play a doubleheader at Wheaton 
tomorrow beginning at 1 p.m., then continue 
conference play Wednesday with a home dou-
bleheader against Indiana Wesleyan at 3 p.m.
“I can’t say enough about the way the girls 

































ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Corbin Slater
DANIEL MORRILL 
S P O R T S  C O - E D I T O R
TROJAN LACROSSE TEAMS FIGHT FOR POSTSEASON BERTHS
SOFTBALL WINS FOURTH STRAIGHT IN CONFERENCE
YEAR: Sophomore
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04/11 versus Marian W, 
6-2, W, 10-2
04/14 at Indiana Wesleyan 
W, 4-1, W, 3-2
SCHEDULE
04/16/11 versus Indiana 
Wesleyan (DH) 1 p.m.
04/19/11 at Huntington 
(DH) 4:30 p.m.
04/21/11 at Goshen (DH) 
2 p.m.
REVIEW
The baseball team stayed 
perfect in conference and 
won thier 15th straight 
game last night, beating 
Indiana Wesleyan 4-1 and 
3-2. Sophomores Derek 
Kinzer and Taylor Luna 
each threw complete 





04/12 at Goshen W, 4-3, 
W, 5-4
04/14 at Grace W, 3-2, W, 
10-3
SCHEDULE
04/16 at Wheaton (DH) 1 
p.m.
04/21 versus Indiana  
Wesleyan (DH) 3 p.m.
04/21 versus Indiana 
Southeast (DH) 3 p.m.
REVIEW
Softball took two wins last 
night against the Grace 
College Lancers, reaching a 
.500 record and extending 
their in-conference record 
to 7-3. Sophomore pitcher 
Holly Tomaszewski earned 
her 10th of the 14 Trojan 
softball wins during the 
first matchup. The Trojans 
exploded for ten runs 
and 15 hits in game two. 
Sophomore Sarah Heath hit 
a home run in the 10-3 rout.
GOLF
RESULTS
04/08-09 at St. Francis 
Cougar Invitational 5th of 
11, 621 Strokes
SCHEDULE
04/15-16 at Bethel College 
Spring Classic 12:30 p.m., 
9 p.m.
04/21 at Spring Arbor 
Invitational 9 a.m
04/26-27 at MCC Champi-
onships
REVIEW
The golf team took fifth 
place at the St. Francis 
Cougar Invitational this 
week with a two round 
total of 621 strokes.  
Sophomore Steven Deckert 
tied for eleventh place in 
the tournament with a 154 
total stroke performance.
MEN’S TRACK & 
FIELD
RESULTS
04/08-09 at Little State  
7th of 16, 46 Points
SCHEDULE
04/16 at Manchester Spar-
tan Classic 11 a.m.
04/21 at Anderson Invita-
tional 4 p.m.
04/29-30 at MCC Confer-
ence Championships 4:30 
p.m., 1:30 p.m.
REVIEW
Sophomore Corbin Slater 
set a personal record and 
won first place in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase 
for the men’s track team, 
which took seventh place 
at Little State Saturday.  
Senior Scott Gill turned in 
a third place finish in the 
high jump while fellow se-
nior Adam Schroer placed 
fourth for the Trojans in 
the 10,000-meter run. Gill 
also won fifth place in the 
200-meter run. Sophmore 
Kyle Anderson took fith in 
the 400-meter hurdles and 
the 4x400 relay team of An-
derson, and seniors Brian 
Tencher, Bryan Allingham 
and Kyle Cassidy won fifth 
place in thier event.
WOMEN’S TRACK & 
FIELD
RESULTS
04/08-09 at Little State 8th 
of 16, 43 Points
SCHEDULE
04/16 at Manchester Spar-
tan Classic 11 a.m.
04/21 at Anderson Invita-
tional 4 p.m.
04/29-30 at MCC Confer-
ence Championships 4:30 
p.m., 1:30 p.m.
REVIEW
Two relay teams broke 
record’s for the women’s 
track team on Saturday, 
as the Trojans took eighth 
place at Little State.  
Freshman Carlene Johnson, 
sophomore Henrietta Carey 
and juniors Stephanie 
Kenney and LaJoya Smith 
broke their own record 
in the 4x100-meter relay, 
finishing fourth while 
qualifying for NAIA Nation-
als. Kenney and Smith 
were joined by sophomore 
Emily Perschbacher and 
freshman Erin Price in 
breaking Taylor’s 18-year 
4x400-meter relay record 
time and finishing fourth.  
Junior Ashley Henry turned 
in a third-place finish in 
the 3,000-meter steeple-
chase, and junior Kristen 
Hegelein also won fifth in 
the 5,000-meter run.
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A season full of ups 
a n d  d o w n s  t o o k 
another downturn for 
the Taylor men’s lacrosse team 
Tuesday. A 9-4 home loss to But-
ler University left the Trojans 
(6-6, 2-2) clinging to slim playoff 
hopes.
To qualify for the Men’s Col-
legiate Lacrosse Association Divi-
sion II playoffs, the Trojans need 
a win tonight at Wheaton College.
A first-half onslaught from the 
Bulldogs helped bury the Trojans 
in a 9-1 halftime hole, a deficit 
from which they never recovered.
“We came out a little flat in the 
first quarter,” said team presi-
dent, junior 
B r i a n 
Fraiz. 
“We’ve had trouble 
keeping our head when 
playing from behind, 
and that’s probably because 
we are a young team, so that’s 
something we will grow in with 
experience.”
In the first half, Taylor’s 
defense struggled to contain the 
Butler attack. This allowed a 
slew of close-range shot attempts, 
many of which Butler converted 
into goals.
The offense also had trouble 
finding traction and missed an 
opportunity to score while play-
ing a man up for three minutes 
in the third quarter following a 
Butler penalty.
The second half was a differ-
ent story, however, as the defense 
fixed its errors and the offense 
started to click.
“We weren’t going to roll over 
and let them crush us,” said soph-
omore Kevin Seifert, who finished 
with three goals. “[Our] defense 
really picked it up and Butler 
didn’t get another goal. Our goals 
were spread out throughout the 
second half which gave us the 
energy to keep fighting.”
The team came into the Butler 
game riding high after Satur-
day’s 8-7 win against Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh.
In that game, Taylor started 
quickly, scoring the first two 
goals. After Carnegie Mellon tied 
it at 2, sophomore Chris Baker’s 
goal gave the Trojans a 3-2 lead.
While the Trojans led the way 
after that, the game was not 
without its close calls, as the Tar-
tans scored a goal late to close 
the gap to 8-7 and fired two shots 
off the post in the last 45 seconds.
All that is history now, and the 
team’s focus is on tonight’s game.
“We have one of our biggest 
games ever,” Fraiz said. “This 
is a rivalry that has gone back 
decades, and a lot of the players 
are looking forward to a good 
game.”
While the men’s team is fighting 
for their playoff hopes, the wom-
en’s team has completed another 
season and perhaps another 
step on the way to building 
a stronger 
program.
The season officially ended 
when Saturday’s invitational, 
which was set to feature Taylor 
and four other teams, was rained 
out.
The team finished with a 
record of 4-4. Their last official 
game was a March 16 loss at 
Miami of Ohio.
That game exemplified what 
has been a problem for the team: 
finding enough players to commit 
to playing.
The Lady Trojans only had 
11 of the 12 needed players and 
were forced to recruit a twelfth 
player last minute.
“Being a club sport, it’s difficult 
to have a really large committed 
team base,” Banister said. She 
cited difficulty with facilities and 
the lack of a coach as obstacles 
the team has had to overcome.
While those things have been 
an issue for the team, there were 
plenty of promising signs as well.
“The most encouraging thing 
about this year is the number of 
new players we have,” said junior 
Mackenzie Tefft. “We always 
struggle to find enough girls to 
play, but this year has been dif-
ferent and great. We have a lot 
of new freshmen who came out 
to play, and they have all done 
incredibly well and are a lot of 
fun to play with.”
JON STROSHINE 
C O N T R I B U T O R
